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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION TO LAW AND LEGAL REASONING

LAW IS "MAN MADE"

IT CHANGES OVER TIME TO
ACCOMMODATE SOCIETY'S NEEDS

LAW IS MADE BY LEGISLATURE
LAW IS INTERPRETED BY COURTS TO DETERMINE
1)WHETHER IT IS "CONSTITUTIONAL"
2)WHO IS RIGHT OR WRONG

THERE IS A PROCESS WHICH MUST BE FOLLOWED
(CALLED "PROCEDURAL LAW")

Thomas Jefferson: "The study of the law qualifies a man to be useful to himself, to his neighbors, and to the

public."

Ask Several Students to give their definition of '"Law."

A.

B.

Even after years and thousands of dollars, "LAW" still is not easy to define

What does law Consist of ? Law consists of enforceable rule governing relationships among individuals
and between individuals and their society.

1. Students Need to Understand.
a. The law is a set of general ideas
b. When these general ideas are applied, a judge cannot fit a case to suit a rule; he must fit

(or find) a rule to suit the unique case at hand.
C. The judge must also supply legitimate reasons for his decisions.

So, How was the Law Created. The law considered in this text are "man made" law. This law can (and
will) change over time in response to the changes and needs of society.

Example. Grandma, who is 87 years old, walks into a pawn shop. She wants to sell her ring that has
been in the family for 200 years. Grandma asks the dealer, "how much will you give me for this ring."
The dealer, in good faith, tells Grandma he doesn't know what kind of metal is in the ring, but he will
give her $150.

L. Grandma needs cash to buy medicine and therefore accepts the $150.
2. The ring turns out to be solid gold and is really worth $25,000.

3. Question. Can Grandma get the ring back or recover the difference between 25,000 and 150 or
is she merely out of look.

a. Ask was there a bargain for exchange
b. Was the ring purchased in good faith without knowledge of its value
THIS IS WHAT WE WILL ENCOUNTER IN THIS COURSE
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